APPLICATION

What aspect of Saul's life bothers you the most? How do you
reconcile this with the truth of the gospel and God's grace?

How does physical and spiritual blindness exist in your
community, campus, or nation? How do you think Jesus
restores people from blindness today? What is your
participation in His work?

Identify someone you are hesitant to connect with, but you
know God wants you to minister to. What is one thing you can
do this week so that you may guide him or her in God's ways?

PRAYER

Thank God for His work in the lives of people like Saul, and how
He recovers sight to the blind. Thank Him for His mercy, grace,
and love for all.

Pray for those you know who remain far from God. Pray that
they would come to know Christ and understand that they can
enter God's kingdom by grace, not by works. Pray that, like
Saul, they would encounter Jesus.

Ask God for the courage and grace to be like Ananias in your
home, campus, community, and nation.
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Proclaim Recovery of Sight to
the Blind

Everyone. Everywhere.

WEEK 3

WARM-UP

* How do you react when you are told to do something you don't
want to do? Recall an instance explaining this.

» Tell us about a person that you didn't necessarily like before
but is now close to your heart. How did your relationship with
him or her change?

» Reflect on your life for a few minutes. Identify one or two
turning points and how your life changed since.

WORD '®“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed, '?to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

LUKE 4:18-19

(Read also AcTS 9:1-9, 17-20.)

Jesus, our Messiah, proclaimed that He was sent so the blind will
recover their sight. This blindness is both physical and spiritual. In
the Gospels, Jesus healed the blind and restored their sight several
times. In Acts 9, after Saul encountered Jesus, he also recovered his
sight. And in our lives today, His promise and work applies to us.



Jesus revealed Himself to Saul and healed his
spiritual blindness.

*Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and
suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. “And falling to
the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting me?” °And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he
said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” ACTS 9:3-5

Saul, a persecutor of the early church, was on the road to

Damascus to further harm believers of Jesus. Saul believed
that he was righteous and doing the right thing. But he had
a supernatural encounter with Jesus, and he was never the

same again. Jesus confronted him with the truth of who He is.
During this encounter, Jesus healed Saul's spiritual blindness.

How did you come to know Jesus? What were the results of
your encounter with Him?

2 | Jesus used Ananias to heal Saul’s physical blindness.

7So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his
hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who
appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy
Spirit.” '*And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes,
and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized . . .
ACTS 9:17-18

After Saul encountered Jesus, he was spiritually healed but
physically blind. While we are not sure why the Lord did not
instantaneously heal Saul, the author of Acts tells us that
Saul was left blind for a while, and the Lord told Ananias

to minister to Saul. Ananias did so, after expressing his
hesitations and the risks involved to the Lord. As a result, the

Lord used Ananias to lay his hands on Saul, pray for him, and
heal him of his physical blindness. Think of one person alive
today who you would have a hard time believing if he or she
became a Christian. What would you do if the Lord told you to
minister to him or her?

3 | Jesus used Saul to proclaim Him to the world.

9. For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 2°And
immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is
the Son of God.” ACTS 9:19-20

When Jesus told Ananias to minister to Saul, this is how He
described Saul and his calling: he is a chosen instrument of
mine to carry my name (Acts 9:14). This was the Lord's plan for
Saul, and this is what happened in the rest of the chapters in
the book of Acts. God used Saul so that the gospel would be
proclaimed beyond their borders at that time. What does the
trajectory of Saul's life look like to you? How do you think this
can happen in our community and society today?
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