APPLICATION

Everyone. Everywhere. Proclaim Good News to the Poor
* What stood out to you from Jesus’ proclamation of good news

to the poor? Meditate and reflect on it this week.

WEEK 1
* Who around you may be physically, emotionally, or spirituall
: y y be physically Y O sp Y WARM-UP
poor? Commit to reach out to at least one of them this week

(e.g. send a message, invite him or her for a meal). * Who do you think is usually overlooked by society today?

* Jesus proclaimed and demonstrated the gospel through
compassion and service. What actions may you take this week
to better reflect His kingdom in your home, workplace, school, .
or community?

* When you hear the word “poor,” what comes to mind?

Was there ever a time when you felt like you lacked something,
even if your basic needs were met? What was it like?

PRAYER WORD '®“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has
* Thank God for the good news of the gospel and for welcoming sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering
us into His kingdom through Christ. of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are

oppressed, '?to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 2°And
he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant
and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were
« Ask God to help us faithfully proclaim the gospel and fixed on him. “'And he began to say to them, “Today this
demonstrate His love through our words and actions wherever Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” LUKE 4:18-21
He places us.

* Pray that God would open our eyes and hearts to those who
are poor, hurting, and often overlooked.

(Read also LUKE 6:17-21.)

Jesus proclaimed good news to the poor and vulnerable. But
He didn't just proclaim it—He also demonstrated the gospel.
He drew near, healed, welcomed, and restored people. In Him,
the gospel was both heard and seen, giving people a glimpse of
God's kingdom. A thick witness of the gospel is when the gospel
is proclaimed with our lips and made visible through our lives,
reflecting Christ's reign. As a Church, we are called to continue
Jesus’ ministry by having a thick witness of the gospel in our
families, communities, and society.
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1 | Jesus proclaimed blessedness.

And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: “Blessed are
you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” LUKE 6:20

Jesus said something unexpected to His disciples, who have
put their trust in Him and who knew poverty, hunger, and
sorrow: Blessed are you. This blessing was not rooted in their
circumstances but in the arrival of God's kingdom. Though
many of His disciples may have lived with real hardship, they
now belonged to the King who had come to redeem and
restore all things. This reminds us that God's definition of
blessing is often different from the world’s. Jesus declared
them blessed because theirs was the kingdom of God. How
have you seen the difference between Jesus’ and the world's
definition of happiness and success in your life? How has it
changed the way you make decisions?

Jesus proclaimed blessedness to the poor, hungry,
and weeping.

20And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: “Blessed are
you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. ?'Blessed are
you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are
you who weep now, for you shall laugh.” LUKE 6:20-21

Jesus first specifically addressed His disciples who were poor,
hungry, and mourning. Some experienced literal poverty

and hunger, while others carried deep spiritual needs and
brokenness. Throughout Scripture, these realities often
overlap because they all point to our need for God. Jesus’
words reveal God's heart for those the world often overlooks.
While many experience real material poverty, others wrestle
with grief, loneliness, fear, or emptiness. Whatever people’s
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needs are, their being blessed in the fullest sense comes
only as they put their trust in Jesus and become part of

His kingdom. In what ways have you faced poverty and
experienced God's provision and comfort in the midst of it?
How can others experience the same things?

Jesus proclaimed and demonstrated the kingdom
of God.

. "®who came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And
those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. *And all
the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and
healed them all. LUKE 6:18-19

Jesus did more than promise a better future. He announced
that God's kingdom had already come through Him. To those
who are poor, hungry, and mourning, He declares, yours is
the kingdom of God. Jesus' provision, healing, and compassion
are signs that God's reign is already breaking into our broken
world. In Jesus, we catch a glimpse of a kingdom that's
marked by justice, restoration, and hope. As we proclaim
Christ and care for those in need, we help make the reality
of God's kingdom visible in our world. How have you shown
someone a glimpse of God's kingdom lately? What impact did
it make on him or her?
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