David and Nathan

WEEK 3

WARM-UP

* When giving advice, do you hold back a little or say everything
in that moment? Why?

* Have you ever received correction for a mistake you
committed? How did you respond?

* How do you apologize to someone you hurt? What are some
things you did to gain back their trust?

WORD

’Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the
LORD, the God of Israel, ‘I anointed you king over Israel,
and | delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 8And | gave
you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your
arms and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if
this were too little, | would add to you as much more. *Why
have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil
in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with
the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have
killed him with the sword of the Ammonites.”

2 SAMUEL 12:7-9

(Read also 2 SAMUEL 12:1-6; 10-14.)

Being part of a community not only means receiving
encouragement from others, but also being open to correction.
In fact, godly correction is essential so that we can be brought
back to God and continue to live in His ways. Even David, who is
considered as one of Israel’s greatest kings, had to be corrected
from a sinful action so that he could be restored and live for God
again. Today, let's look at what the Bible says about giving and
receiving correction.



1 | Give correction courageously.

'"And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to
him ... 7"You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, I
anointed you king over Israel, and | delivered you out of the hand
of Saul. ” 2 SAMUEL 12:1, 7

The prophet Nathan could have cowered in fear at the
thought of rebuking or giving correction to the King of Israel,
but he spoke in obedience to God. Through a story, Nathan
helped David come to a conclusion about right and wrong,
and then courageously gave the correction about David's sin
(2 Samuel 12:9). When God places us in situations to correct
others, we can ask Him to give us courage to do so out of
love. God can use those moments to point others to Him.
Recall a time when you received godly correction. How was it
different from other kinds of correction?

2 | Receive correction and discipline humbly.

David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LOrRD.” And
Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has put away your sin, you
shall not die.” 2 SAMUEL 12:13

(Read also psALM 51.)

David, even though he was king, chose to be humble,
realizing the error of his ways. Instead of being bitter like his
predecessor Saul, David understood the weight of his actions
and accepted the consequences. Because of this, he was not
put to death immediately, which gave him a chance to make
up for his sinful act. Just like David, we can choose to receive
correction from a position of humility. Though we are not
perfect, God can work in our hearts when we allow others



to correct and discipline us. Think of a time when you had a
hard time accepting correction at first. How were you able to
move forward from how you felt initially?

3 | Worship God wholeheartedly.

Then David arose from the earth and washed and anointed
himself and changed his clothes. And he went into the house of the
LorD and worshiped. He then went to his own house. And when he
asked, they set food before him, and he ate. 2 SAMUEL 12:20

(Read also 2 SAMUEL 12:21-23.)

Rather than dwell on what he did wrong, David remembered
God's goodness. In the midst of the dark time he was in and
the correction he received, he trusted God's discipline and
gave glory to God. It was God's way of creating in David a
clean heart and renewing a right spirit in him (Psalm 51:10, 12).
In moments where shame and guilt may seem overwhelming,
we can look to God knowing that He is restoring our hearts
and renewing our minds to follow His ways. How did your
relationship with someone who corrected you grow? How was
your trust in one another strengthened?

God's heart is always at work to restore those who have sinned and
strayed from His ways. Ultimately, He brought David back to right
standing with Him (2 Samuel 12:24-25). That same restoration is
made available to us today through David's descendant, Jesus, who
sacrificed Himself to cleanse us from our sins and bring us back to
a right relationship with God.



APPLICATION

* Isthere someone in your life who will speak to you and
correct you out of love? How will you respond when you
receive correction?

* Is God calling you to courageously and humbly correct
someone? What are some practical ways you can do this as
Nathan did with King David?

* How can you help the next generation love God and do away
with sin? What are some things you can do this week to
accomplish this?

PRAYER

* Thank God for sending people to give you godly correction as a
way of molding and shaping you for His purposes.

* Ask God to guide you when you go through discipline or
correction. Pray that you would focus on His goodness instead
of your shortcomings.

* Ask God to give you courage to speak up and correct in love
when needed.
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